ALLENBY IN EGYPT
bury, at a crammer's, and at the Royal Military College)
had served in a regiment only for a few years before
joining the Political Service; but the other three,
Kitchener, Sir Reginald Wingate, and Allenby himself,
had been active soldiers at the date of their appointment.
Allenby arrived in Cairo on March 25 and found
matters fast improving under Bulfin's firm hand. He
took stock of the situation and consulted his Advisers,
British and Egyptian. On the evening of the day after
his arrival he addressed an assembly of notables who had
been invited to the Residency as follows:
I have been appointed High Commissioner for Egypt by
His Majesty the King, and it is my desire and duty to assist
in bringing to the country peace, quiet, and contentment.
My intentions are:
First, to bring the present disturbances to an end.
Secondly, to make careful inquiry into all matters
which have caused discontent in the country.
Thirdly,  to  redress   such   grievances   as   appear
justifiable.
It is you who can lead the people of Egypt.   It is your
duty to work with me in the interest of your country.
I cannot believe that any one of you will not assist me in
every way, and I am prepared to rely on you to set to work
at once with a view to calming the passions now let loose.
After quiet has been restored I feel confident that you
will trust me to inquire impartially into all grievances, and
to make such recommendations as may seem to be desirable
for the content and well-being of the people of Egypt.
Lord Allenby never deviated from this programme.
Almost at the same moment as he was thus seeking to
pour oil on the troubled waters a speech delivered by
Lord Curzon on March 24 was published in Cairo and
caused great resentment. He described the disturbances
as "predatory rather than political", and said that one
gratifymg feature had been the behaviour of many
Egyptian officials. The immediate result was a strike of
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